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= His Paper ſhould' have come into the 
F227 World under the Form of a Letter (as 
a9 moſt Pamphlets of quality do of late) if 
YES) the Author:had not made a Conſcience 


2 ' The Reformed Catholique : Or, 

Proteſtant may be ſo too; nay, and many times he z ſo; 
and many a Loyal, Orthodox, Reformed Catholique calls him- 
ſelf ſo; and (according to the ſtile of the Age) he may be 
well enough ſaid and accounted fo to be. But all this is only 
by 4doptior, and without any colour for it in the Original 
of his Denomination, Now a Proteſtant , in ſ{trictneſs of 
ſpeaking, is a Lutheran, which this Church does not in all 
points pretend to be, and then the Chara@eriſtical Note of a 
Coriſtian is Catholique 3 {o that the Appe//ation is too narrow 
for the Principle, and draws on the very ſame Implication 
in a Proteſtant Catholique, which we make ſport with in a 
Roman-Catholique, that 1s to ſay, the Solceciſm of a Particular 
Qniverſality. 

Here is enough already (I ſuppoſe) to furniſh an Extra& 
of as much Popery out of it, as may recommend ſome hun- 
gry Informer to a Mornings-draught; for we have a fort 
of people now-a-days, that will read a mans Heart through 
his Ribs, though they can hardly ſee his Noſe on his Face ; 
and that give more Credit to their Ears than to their Eyes. 
Now to eaſe the Reader in two or three peeviſh points, if 
he ſhould chance to be Qver-critical and Imperiows, T1 will 
tell him before-hand, in a few words, what he is to 
To a fi Objeion fairly ſuppoſed 

To the firf# Pueſtion or Objedion fairly ſuppoſed ; the 
| Author 1s tes or Concealed Papiſt, wy the Com- 
munion of the Church of Exgland,trained up in the ſtricteſt 
way of it, and ſtanding firm to it againſt all ſorts of Proyo- 
cation, Diſcouragement, Temptation, and Argument; and 
without warping to the Jeſaites, either on the right hand 
or on the Jeff. | | 

Tothe Second - Heis not ſet on to write this Diſcourſe, 
cither diretly or indirectly, by any Hint, Deſire, or Ap- 
pointment whatſoever ; nor by any other Motive than the 
ſenſe of what he owes to the Publique, and to his Con- 
ſcience, and the Conſideration of ſome ſmall Preſent from 

the 


The*True Proteſtant." * 1 
the Book-ſeller. if there'be any thing got by it. (A pieceof 
Good Hwusbandry that he hath learnt of his Syperiors. ) He 
hath no defign upon any Place at Conrt mit, nor upon a 
Church Leaſe ; nonotſo much as a Reverſion: And all this 

Is True, by the Faith of a poor Gentleman, that hath worn 
his Doublet out at the Elbows in his Majeſties Service. Tt 
might be added, that he 1s grown Old and Careleſs, and 
that even Malice it ſelf were loſt upon him. Now under 
theſe' Circumſtances, I hope he may ſecurely advance to 
tell you a little more of his mind. 


So faras Catholique and Proteſtant ſerve only as two ſewe- 
ral Names, intending the ſelf-ſame thing, (though the one by 
Propriety, and the other but by Tranſlation) it 1s all one to 
me whether of the twoany man calls me ; all the danger is, 
the countenancing of an Ill Thing under a Good Name. 

The word Proteſtancy falls under a double acceptation ; 
the oe, as it denotes the Reformed Religion: the other, as 
it is taken for the Genus Generaliſſumum of all Diſſnters 
from the Church of Rome, The former I do heartily embrace, 
as tranſmitted to us from our Fore-fathers, and Signed by 
the Blood of Martyrs; Authorized by the Holy Goſpel, 
and by the Law of the Land ; the common Bond of our 
Civil Peace; and (by. Gods Blefling ) the Hopes and Means 
of our Eternal Salvation: 

Now to the /atter Acceptation, T am not at all ſatisfied with 
It, and T have both Reaſor and Experience to warrant me 
in that difhke. As to my Reaſoz ; Firſt, It 1s an Agreement 
upon. an Oppoſition 3 and nexr, it 1s an Agreement of ſeveral 
Parties diſagreeing among themſelves, which carries the Face 
rather of a Confederacy, than a Religion: For it is not the 
Oppoſing of Error , but the aſſerting of a Truth, that muſt 
do the work. One Error may be oppoſed by another, even 
ina Single Perſon; as one man Robs his Neighbour, and a 


third Robs him. Here is one Injuſtice oppoſed by another : So 
B2 that 
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4 The Reformed Catbalique:: Or, 


that as it is an Agreemert in Oppoſetion, it isa hundred to one 
there will be Error-init ; But the Oppoſers themſelves being 


fabdivided, 'tis impoſlivle it ſhould, be Right ; for the very 


Effence and Sol of Religion are here wanting z thatis to ſay, 
Charity and Unity. - And for the proof of this, beyond all 
Contradiction ; let but any man look back into the late 
Troubles,and ſee, when the Factions.had deſtroyed the Kin 
and the Church, (which they called the Common Eney 
how they fell preſently tothe Worrying of one another; 
when the Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptiſts, Dua- 
hers, Seekers, Ranters, Antinomians, and twenty other wild 
ſorts of Se&aries, under the title of Proteſtazts, and un- 
der the pretence of oppoling Popery, deſtroyed the very 
Cauſe the Covenanted to aflert; a. Proteſtart-Church, a 
Proteſtant-Prince, and a Proteſiant-People , filled the.[;and 
with Confuſion, Sicrilege, and Hereſie 5 made the Engliſh Na- 
tion a Reproach and a Scandal to the Chriſtian World : And 
ſo ſoon as they had poſſeſſed themſelves of the Power and 
Revenue of the Kingdom, every mans hand was againſt his 
Brother for the Booty. EC OE | 
To proceed now to the matter of Experience: T would 
fain ſee any one Inſtance from the very Reformation it ſelf, 
to this day, when ever there was a Clamour adyanced up- 
on this point, of a Conjun# Oppoſition of Popery, that the 
Church of Erglard was not itruck at in the Confederacy ; 
and that roo, not by blind I»ferexces and tacit Preſumption, 
but by Orvert aFs, and a Notoriety of PraGice: Thatis 
to ſay, the Men that ſtickled under this Notion, did poſi- 
tively declare the Government by Biſhops to be Artichri- 
ſtian 5, and the Diſcipline and Common Prayers of the Church, 
to be Popery and Superſtition 3 yes, and the C7oil Adminz- 
ſtratien it ſelf allo to' be down-right Tyranny. They did 
juſt like the Fellows in Hatton-Garder, that Stole Money 
and Plate, under the pretence of Searching for Prieſts; 
and for the Credit of the Exploit, they Robbed RIO 
| | oats 


| The True Proteſtant. C 
Coats too, that they might the better paſs for ſome of his 
Majeſtics Grards, The Similitude runs upon all Four, for 
it-was the very caſe of our pretended Proteſtants 3 under 
colour of hunting for Prieſts, they ſeized Mozey and Plate, 
and committed Robberies in the very Livery of the Go- 
wernment. : 

; This they did in Scotland, under the Pneer Regent, and 
King James; and in England, under Queen Elizabeth ; and 
twice in Scotland again, under the late King; and aſter 
that, in Ezeland : Two actual Rebellions more in Scotland, 
under this preſent King, and now God bleſs us from ano- 
ther 'at Home; and all this from that ſort of people that 
ſtiled themſelves Proteſtants. The Principles, the Methods, 
and the Pretences the very ſame, from one end to the 


other. 


TheStory of theſe Phanatical Con ſpiracies 18 almoſt as Nau-- 


feous as the thing it ſelf 1s Deteſtable; only this laſt inScot- 


land methinks ſeems to Crown the Infamy of all the reſt : 


For a Party that calls it ſelf Proteſtant; a Party in full Cry 
upon the ſcent of Popery; a Popiſh Plot upon Oath too, at 
the ſame time upon the Life of the K7zg, upon our Rel:- 
gion and Government 3 and that Plot, at that inſtant, under 


a ſtrict Examination 3 the ſame Party at the ſame time alſo 
preſſing for Juſtice upon the Conſpirators, nay, and com- 


plaining of the. remiſsneſs of the Proſecution,. notwith- 
{tanding the moſt exemplary Rigor in the Caſe that ever 
was known in this Nation : For #hzs Party, (I ſay ) under 
theſe Circumſtances, to flie in the Face of the Government, 


let the World judge if ever there was a more Conſummated 


' Piece of Wickedneſs. They raiſe a Rebellion, and make 
Religion the Ground of it; they declare a War againſt the 
King, and the Church, and yet write themſelves Loyal Sub» 
Je&s and Proteſtants. They cry out of the Danger of Po- 
pery, and yet in the ſame breath, draw their Swords upon 
their Prince, inthe very attempt of Cruſhing it 5 and all theſe 
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6 The Reformed ( athslique : Or, 
Agpravations complicated into one AQ. Is it not high time 
then, after an Impoſture that hath coſt this Nation ſo dear, 
to learn at laſt to diſtinguiſh betwixt a Religion and a Fa- 
Fon ? Betwixt what menare, and what they ca{/ them- 
ſelves? Is a Remegado ever the leſs a Turk for putting out 
Engliſh Colours & Are the Bleſſed Spirits ever the leſs Pare, 
for the Devils transforming himſelt into an Angel of Light 2 
Is the Kings Broad Seal one jot theleſs Valuable tor being 
Connterfeited ® So neither is our Profeſſzon. And he that 
diſhonours Religion, or invades Authority under the Name 
of a Proteſtant, is no more to any ſober man, than a Goth 
or aVandal. Tadas his Betraying of his Maſter was a moſt 
ungrateful and abominable Sin, but the doing of it with a 
K3ſf, made it by many degrees more execrable : And it 
was the height of the Prophet Davids Afﬀiiction, the Cir- 
cumſtance of a Familiar Friend. Where is the harm now 
of ſaying, Have a care of Falſe Pzoteflants : The Authoz 
and the Fini{her of our Faith, is (I hope) of Authority ſuffi- 
cient to juſtifie that Caution. Doth not our Savionr himſelf 
tel] us that there ſhallariſe Falſe Chiiſts and Falſe Prophets? 
and why not Falſe P:oteſtantss And doth he not bid us 
take heed that no man deceive us; for many (lays he) ſhall 
come in my Name, ſaying Iam Chriſt, and ſhall deceive many 2 
Doth he not bid us beware of Wolves 7 Sheeps Cloathing ? 
And in his deſcription of the Scribes and Phariſees, he gives 

us the very Picture of our Ipoſtors. | | 
We have it upon the credit of Dr. Toxg, and Dr. Oats, 
that the Sedition of 1641. was totally contrived and carried 
on by Popiſh Connſels 3; and that not onely the Converticles in 
that Bloody Revolution, but all our Separate Meetings to 
this day , and particularly the Scotti Commotions were and 
are Influenced by Prieſts and Jeſuites, under the Maſque of 
Profeſſors of thoſe ſeveral Perſuafions. Have we not rea- 
ſon then. to uſe all poſſible Circumſpeftion, that we may 
not beimpoſed upon by ſuch as theſe for Proteſtants 2 No 
| man 


Fc 
% 
# 
4 
"7 
kX 
3 


ESL CE HO ge. DEER 


EL COIN en. POSI © ai Bll OE ++, - 3.0/4 AE OE. nd AR a 3h 
” 


Es as A 


T2 aa. 
I 


Kee EE Ser DES 


p Or oonod og nr ns Feng 
Ls 


The True Proteſtant. 4 


man hath a greater Veneration for thememory of thoſe Pro- 
teſtants that ſuffered Martyrdom for their Faith; no mana 
greater Horrour for the Iriſh, the Pariſian, and ſeveral other 
Maſjacres; no man a higher Eſteem, or a more Ardent 
affection for Proteſtancy it ſelf, (lo far as the Profeſſion of 
the Church of Ezglard is intended by it) than IT have. But 
for thoſe Turbulent Spirits that lay about them as if Hea- 
ven were to be taken by anal Violence, whole Zeal out- 
ſtrips Chriſtianity it ſelf, impoſing upon the World their 
own corruptand impetuous paſſions,in ſtead of the Healing 
and Pacifique Motions of the Holy Ghoſt. Theſe are a 
dangerous fort of people, and their ways are not onely a 
Contradidtion to the undeniable Principles of our Inſtitu- 
tion, but to the common Intereſt of Mankind, as well [z- 
dividuals as Communities. For if it be true, that Charityis 
the great Leſſon of the Goſpel : If it be true, that Unztyin 
Faith, and Unanimity in the things of Civil Government, 


would make up the moſt perfected Blefling that reaſonable 
Nature is capable ofin this Tabernacle of Fleſh; then muſt: 


it neceſfarily follow, that the nearer we approach to #hat 
Agreement, the better Chriſtians we are,'and the happier Men 
and the further we depart from it, the more Wicked and the 
more Miſerable weare. This is either true or falſe : If the 


former, there isno Treaſon in it ; if the latter, we may burn: 


our Bibles. 


# 


Before I wade any farther into this Controverſie, it may: 


do well, I think,to give ſome Reaſon, why upon this SubjedF, 
and at this Tire; that the World may not take that for the 


Leaven of an Unquiet Humour, which in great Truth, is. 


onely an act of Conſcience in the diſcharge of a ſober and a 

ſeaſonable duty to my Prince and Country, | 
To the undertaking of this Office , I have been in- 

duced, by the Audacious Liberties of the Preſs, in 
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8  TheReformed Catholique : Or, 


the matter of Religion and Government, endeavouring to 
poſleſs the Multirude with Falſe and Pernicious Principles 
and Opinions, and by Artificial Hints and Scandals to diſ- 
poſe them (now toward the meeting of this next Parlia- 
ment) to a Partial and a Factious Choice : So that my Bufi- 
neſs is onely to encounter and lay open the Vanity and 
Weaknels of thoſe Libels, and without confining my ſelf to 
any one in particular, to ſum up the Malice of them all, for 
ſo much as concerrs our preſent purpoſe, and to ſubmit my 
ſelfto the Reader 1n a fair and ſhort Reply. | 

Itis a Note worthy of Conſideration, that all the Pa- 
pers here in queſtion, (even to a ſingle Sheet) are the Work 
of Men exceedingly Byaſled againſt the Eſtabliſ/ ed Govern- 
anent,as Republicans, Anabaptiſts, and other ſorts of Diſſer- 
ters from theChurch; forthe Publiſhers of theſe Papers are 
known every one of them, and moſt of the Authors. Now 
what advice toward the Hozour and Safety of the Govern- 
ment, theſe People are likely to give, whoare United in 
common Principles of Defaming, Diſcompoſing, and even of 
Diſpolving it, let Heaven and Earth be the Judges: And 
what work ſuch a Houſe of Commons would make, as theſe 
forward Undertakers would have, if they were to direct 
and influence the Election. | 

Now if theſe be the Connſelors, let us ſee next if the Mat- 
ter of their Writings be not anſwerable to the CharadGer of 
the Mez; and if it be not moſt evident that it 1s their ve- 
ry ſcope and deſign (ſo far from endeavouring the Peace 
and Settlement of the Nation) to poiſon the People with 
Seditious Maxims ; to create Fealouſies betwixt the King 
and his SubjeFs, and to Undermine the very Foundation of 
the Government. 

They ſupport themſelves with the Multitude, upon two 
_ General and Popular Pretenſions, Religion, and Liberty : 
What Religion , or what Liberty, they. do not ſay ; but only 
fill the Peoples heads with a confuſed Notion of things, 
and 
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The True Proteſtant. 9 


and wild apprehenfions of Popery and Tyranny: And then 
their next work is under colour of ſtating the Privileges of 
King and Peopte;, ro EreQ Seditions Poſitions 5 and after 
all, to preſcribe Remedies infinitely worſe then the Diſeaſe. 
We ſhall now make it appear that the Religion they talk 
of, leads to all ſorts of Impiety; and that their pre- 
tended Liberty is the ready way toSlavery. Firſt, of Re- 


ligien. 


As to what concerns Religion, they do all of them fing - 
the ſame Song in their £zeries and Propoſals to the Free- 
holders and EleFors of England, and unanimouſly agree in 
the ſame method of Advice to the People, how they are to - 
govern themſelves in their next Choice. 

Their firſt Caution is, To purſue the Diſcovery and Pu- 
niſhment of the Plot , (the Trojan Horſe with an Army in the 
Belly of it.) To ſecure #5 from Popery ; and that no Papiſt 
may be allowed to dwell in the Land; Nor any man choſen into 
the Houſe,that ſhall dare to open his wonth for a Popiſh Succeſ- 
for : And all this attended with a Dreadful Enumeration 
of the Maſſacres, Fires, Treaſons, and Devaſtations that have 
been wrought by the Popzſh Party. 

To this firſt Point,the Replicant molt willingly ſubſcribes, 
ſo far as ſtands with Chriſtian Charity , and the Law of the 
Land : But then he cannot forget on the other hand, that 
the Counterfeit Proteſtant Horſs of 1641. had an Army in the 
Belly of him, as well as the Trojar 3 and he that would be 
ſafe, muſt look both ways at once. | 

Another Caution 1s, not to chooſe any man. that is Po-= 
piſhly affeFed ;, or (as another hath it ) 1/ affeFed. But a 
third proceeds a little more warily, and recommends the 
chuſing onely of Sincere Proteſtants, and not Diſeniſed Pa- 
piſts, who are ready to pull off their Maſque, when time ſerves, 
and may be knows by their Laughing at the Plot, Diſgracing 
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10 The Reformed Catholique : Or, . 


This ſame_ Popiſply and I-affeFea, lies open to ſeveral 
Exceptionsz for one Man is made Judge of the Thoughts 
of another , which is onely the Prerogative of Almighty 
God. I have heard of a man that was Indicted for 
Whiſiling 3 but never till now, of any Man that was Inca- 
pacitated to ſerve in the Houſe of Commons, tor Thinking, 
Beſide the unreaſonable Latitude, and the Horrible Iniqui- 
ty of the Judgment ; for if this be admitted, no man living 
can be ſecure: It involves the Innocent with the Guilty, 
and puts a man out of all poſhibility toacquit himſelf. And 
then forward ; Ttis but turning the Tables, and the Blot is 
hit on the other ſide: For why ſhould not IT be as well a]- 
lowed to pronounce another mana Di[guiltD P2oteſtant, 
as he to judg me a Diſguiſed Papiſt, and the lame Liberty 
of Marking him too ? .You thall know him by his $h7boleth ; 
for the Old Covenant ſticks in his Teeth {it11], and the whole 
myſtery of his Prefeſſion is wrapt up 1n that Oracle of the 
Privileges of Parliament , the Kings Jull Power and Great- 
eſs; the Proteſtant Religion againſt Popery, 42d Popiſh 
Innovations 3 the firſt point being wholly Incompreberſe- 
ble, and the other two, like Jugglers Knots, faſt or looſe at 
plcaſure. 

This equal Freedom being granted on all (ides, takes a- 
way all Faith, Confidence, and Correſpondence in Humane 
Society. I know no difference in the World betwixt oze 
mans Infallibility and anothers; nor any (but in Terms) be- 
twixt a Private mans Infallible Light, and the Popes Infalti- 
ble Sentence: Nor 1s there any one Ulſurpation in Popery, 
thatis either-Grzevons to the Conſcience, or Dangerows to the 
Government ; but a man may ſhew very near an Equivalent 
of it in Schiſm. | | 

As to the Marks of diſtinQion betwixt a. S;zxcere Pro- 
teſtant and a Diſeniſed Papiſt ; the, Immorality of Laughing 
at the Plot, favours-more in my opinion, of an Unmarnnerly 
Fool, thanof a Diſzziſed Papiſt ; though for my own part, I 
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am ſo far from Lavghing at it,that it wounds my ſoul, the ve- 


ry thought on't. Diſeracing of the Evidence were ſome- 
thing indeed; but to makea man a Papiſt for admiring the 
Traitors Conftancy, that, methinks is very hard, and not an- 
(werable to what one would expect from an Advocate-for 
Liberty of Conſcience. It 18s much eafter to relinquiſh an 
Opinion, then for a man to deveſt himſelf of Natural Aﬀes- 
GHionsz and more unreaſonable to claim a freedom in the 
one, then to ref#ſe1t in the other. . I muſt confeſs, I do ad- 
mire that Conſtancy, and ifT were to die for ſo doing, I could 
not but admre it ſtill: And theſe Impreſſions are Humane, 
and not to be reſiſted. 

We fall now into the Old Track of the whole Party : 
They call for Toleration 3::complain of Perſecution ; caſt all 
their Sufferings upon their Worſhippizg- according. to their 
Conſciences 3 and then this Lamentable' Condition of theirs 
muſt be Remonftrated to the whole Nation. Of theſe Four 
Points in order. 12-8 

In the handling of their Plea for Proteſtant Diſſenters , 
there are many. things. to be taken into Conſideration. 
Firſt, Ts it in matters of Conſcience , or onely of Phanſe, 
wherein they defireto be Imdulged 2 If the Latter, the up- 
holding of a Lew is certainly ofmuch greater concern, thati 
the gratifying ofa Caprice. Now on: the other ſide, if they 
demand 1t upon an Exigent of Coxſcrexce + Firſt, Why Plu- 
rally, tor Diſjenters £ \'When oe. man cannot. honeſtly un- 
dertake for azother mans Conſcience: Beſides that (Secoxdly) 
They ask an Indzlzence for ſeveral Parties, of divided. Con- 


ſciences and Opinions : And in ſhort, they would have the 
Magiſtrate .favour af the Conſciences.,; that:will notiendure 


one anothers.* Again ; They thould do: well: to explain 
what they mean. by. Proteſtant Diſſerters, upon points 'of 
Conſcience; whether all n.general;'or only ſuch and ſuch 
Parties : If all 1 general , Heathens muſt be. Tolerated 'as 
well as Chriſtians , for they have Conſciences as well as we: 
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Or if it be reſtrained to Chriſtianity, it opens a door to He- 
reſies, more deteſtable than Paganiſm it ſelf. So that an 
Univerſal Toleration is utterly Unlawful ; and a Partial 
Toleration on the other hand, 1s as Ineffedual 3 for upona 
Plca of ©Cor/cience they may all claim alike : So that it 1s an 
AG of Uniformity (t1\}, to thoſe that are Excluded; and itis 
not fair, in the Government, to favour one balf, and exaſpe- 
rate another, where all may as well be taken 11, as any, Be- 
fide, upon the {uppoſal of a Limited Toleration, who ſhall 
judge which are fit to be admitted, and which not? If the 
People, every man juſtifies himſelf, and then we are upon 
an Univerſal Toleration again. They tell us ſtories of ſound 
Faith, good Life, and of diſtinguiſhing betwizxt Fundamen- 
tals and ot Fundamentals, winch 1s onely treading of 
the ſame Ring (till ; for it may be cvery bodies Plea as well 
as any mans : That which the Magiſtrate 5adges owe way, 
the People ſhall determine another : and one mans Funda- 
mental Truth (hall be anothers Fundamental Error , which 
will introduceas many Relzgions as Pharſies 3 bring FaGjons 
into Families as well as into Governments, and make the 
People both Parties and Judges : And it isnot to fay that 
the Word of God ſhall bethe Fudge, for that is only a Ryle by 
which we are to judge 3 and by Erroneows judgments it is 
made the Foundation of all Hereſies ; For when every max 
may make his own Creed, there is nothing ſo Impioxs, but he 
will ſhew you a Text for it. Moreover, the very pretence of 
Liberty of Conſcience is frivoloys 3 for Conſcienceis out of the 
reach of Humane Power ; and the freedom of Thought, no Law 
can either punzſh or take away. 

But it is the Liberty of AGing, as well as of Thinking, that 
they infiſt upon, which upon the whole matter, is neither 
morenor leſsthen a Licenſe to.do what they pleaſe. The League 
in Flaxders, under Maximilian; the Holy League under 
Henry the 3d. of France; Muncers Outrages in Germany z 
the Myrtherers of Henry the 4th. and the P.of Orange; and 
| al 
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all the Villanies of the late Times here at home, were acted 
under the Maſque of Religion. It 1s not for the reſtraining 
of Opinions that Laws are provided ; but forthepreventing 
of Quvert Deeds of Violence, and they are puniſhed for Ao, 
not for Conſcience. Neither have we any means of diſtin- 
guiſhing betwixt FaGjon and Religion, if every mans word 
{hall be taken for his own Conſcience; and then it is a dan- 
gerous way of dividing a Kingdom againlt it (elf. 

Take notice all this while, that they urge a Tolerution, 
no body knows for how, or for what. Where are their 
Articles £ where is the Model of their Accommodation 2 or 
how is it poſſzble to contrive any common Expedient to gra- 
tifie them? For nothing leſs than a total Liberty of doing 
what they liſt, will pleaſe them, which muſt inevitably pro- 
duce the Diſſolution of the Government. If they would 
have the wilder and more extravagant SeFs excluded, why 
do they plead for 4// in general, and not rather particula-, 
rize the Opinions and Parties that they would have Indulged? 
But they dare not do #hzs, for fear of difobliging the reſt, 
their buſineſs being to Unite al FaGions in the Brarrel; 


' when yet you may as ſoon bring Heaven and Hel together, 


as reconcile them in Religion 3 fo that either they ask an 

TImpiows thing, in the allowance of al, or an ImpraGicable 

thing in propounding any Limitation, upon a Plea of Con- 

ſcience. But the truth is no more than this: They ask a 

thing which can neither be grazted, nor ſo much as wnder- 
ood; and the People are tranſported with the ſound of 

Loyalty and Religion, to the deſire of things wholly Inconſe- 
ent with either Pzety or Government. 

Weſhould do well to take notice, that againſt #hzs Plea 
for Liberty, there 1s on the oze ſide, the Anthority of a Law, 
and the ſolemn judgarent of the Church for the Equity of it 3 
and on the other, the Kings. Perſonal and Political Conſci- 
ence for the Execution of it, There 1s alſo the Duty of a 
SubjeF for the Obeying oft ; and the ſame reaſon that Au- 

thorazes. 
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thorizes an Iyvaſinn of this Law, may as well Invalidate al 
the reſt. Now the Connterpoize to all this weight, is (at 
beſt) onely the naked Conſcience of ſome private Perſons. 
The Peoples Conſciences call tor Lt 5 and the Governors 
Conſcience requires Order : Their Conſciences will not down 
with this Law, nor this Law with ſuch Conſcrences : Which 
of the two now ſhall yield to the other 

But what bezefit might we now expect from this Indal- 
gence here, if jt were granted £ Or rather, in the frf# place, 
what colour of Coxſcience, or of Reaſon 1s there in the very 
demand it ſelf (all the aforeſaid exceptions over and above?) 
{s it, firſt, Reaſonable for them to 25k what they themſelnes 
think #zreaſonable to grant £ Or to claim ſuch an allowance 
to themſelves, as a point of Conſcience, which they themſelves, 
upon a point of Conſcience, refuſe to otters ? For there is not 
any one Party inthe whole maſs of Diſſexters, that does not 
deny the ſame freedom to others which they do: jointly chal- 
lenge to themſelves : Nay, 1n their very Propoſitions to his 
Majeſty in the I//e of Wight, Mar.16:7. they Excepted the 
Lie of the Common-Prayzer, when they gave Liberty to af 
other ſorts of Worſhip. (To which Coxceſſzoz they were then 
Compelled by the Circumſtances of that JFurdure.) Their 
Refuſal muſt proceed either upon the Rig/t of the thing, 
or upon Reaſon of State. If they did not like oxr way, nei- 
ther do we approve of theirs: Or it they excluded us out of 
a reſpe& to the Publique Peace, the Government hath till 
the ſame reaſon againlt them. 

But we ſhall better underſtand the Party, from their 
own words, wherein we ſhall Firſt, take a ſhort view of their 
Opinions m matter of Faith, and Religion. Secondly, How 
they ſtand affeted, ove Party to another : And Thirdly, 
Their Poſitions and 'PraGices, with Relation to the C:vil 
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Asto their Opinions, firſt ſee ſome Extravagances of the 
SeFaries, Cited by a Presbyterian, out of their own Writings, 


in Edwards's Gangrena, from P. 18, to 27. 

They ſay that the Scriptures are Inſufficient and Uncertain, Cod 
the Author of Sin, even of the Sinfulnelſs it ſelf. That the Magiſtrate 
ought not to punith any man for denying of a God, if bis Conſcience be ſo 
perſuaded, That every Creature js God, an Efflux only from God, and 
ſhallrxeturn to him : That there zs but One Perſon in the Divine Nature, 
That the leatt Truth is of more worth than Jeſus Chritt himſelf That 
the Dodtrine of Repentance is a Soul-deftroying Doctrine, That *tis 
as poſſible for Chrilt himſeli to Sin, as for a Child of God # Sin. That 
the Moral Law is of no uſe at allto Believers. That Peters Trouble, after 
the denial of his Maſter, i(ſzed only from the weaknels of his Faith. That 
Infants riſe not again. Nay, he ſpeaks of a Scctary pleading for a Tole- 
ration of Witches, with ſeveral abominable Inſtances. And he charges 
the Nurſery and Increaſe of them wpon the Presbytcriansz ard that it was 
their Indulgence, not Epiſcopal Connivence that wrought our Miſchief in 
that kind. They agree (ſays he) with Julian the Apoltate, Libertines, A- 
theiſts, Ulnclean, Inceftuous, Drunkards, Sabbath-breakers, Liers, Jug- 
glers, Slanderers, Proud and Boaſting, Inſolent, Outragious, Hypocriti- 
cal, Falſe. | F 
* The Scdtaries on the other hand, call zhe-Afſembly, Antichriltian, 
Romiſh, Bloody, Plagues, and Peſts of the Kingdom, Baals Pricfis, South- 
ſfayers : The Presbyterian Government a Limb of Antichriſt, Tyranni- 
cal, Lordly, an Egyptian Bondage. An Anabaptift aid , He hoped #9 
ſee Heaven and Earth on fire, before Presbytery ſhozeld be ſetled and to 
ſee it troden nndev foot, as the Bilhops. Sterry himſelf ſays, The Seed of 
God hath two Capita! Enemics, Romiſh Papacy and the Scotch Presby- 
tery. See what the Pre<byterians ſay ow to a Toleration, | 

It is much ( ſays the London Miniſters Letter to the Aſſembly,) az. 1. 
45. that our Brethren ſhould ſeparate from the Church, but that they ſhould 
endeavour to get a Warrant to Authorize their Separation from it 3 and to 
bave Liberty (by drawing Members out of it) to weaken and diminiſh it, till 
(ſo far as lies in them) they bave brought it to nothing « This we think to be 
plainly Unlawfn., | 

And then the Harmony of the Lancaſhire Miniſters, p. 12. Toleration 
would be the puiting the Sword in a Mad Mans hand; a Proclaiming Libcr- 
ty to the Wolves, to come into Chriſts Floctk to prey #pon his Lambs. 

Toleration makes the Scripture a Noſe of Wax a Rile of Faith:z0 all 
Religions. And this is the great Rabbyot the Party. Rutherfords Free 
Diſp. p.360. . , - Emer» 
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Liberty of Conſcience, and Toleration of all, or any Religion, is ſo 
Prodigions an Irmpiety, that this Religious Parliament cannot but abhor the 
very naming, of it. Bailies Diſſwalive Epilt. Ded. 1645. 

Tt is unreaſonable ſays the Defender of the London Miniſters Letter to 
the Aſſembly, Anti-Toleration, p. 16.) that Independents ſhould deſire 
that Toleration of Presbyters, which they would not give to Presbyters, 


Letit be obſerved from hence, that theſe people do firſt 
demand of the Government that Liberty which they deny to 
one another. And Secondly : That they pretend to do 3t 
upon Conſcience, and yet hold the thing it ſelf to be abſo- 
lutely Unlawful ; 1o that they juſtifie the Conſcience of our de- 
2ying it to them, by the Conſcience of their refuſing it to others, 
And the onely way to evade this, is to diſcover 21]; by con- 
fc\fing, that though they now beg a Toleration from the Go- 
vernment, yet if they get power in their hands, they will 
make a Conſcience again (as they did before) of a/owing 
any freedom to the Government. | 

Tt is a clear caſe, that their demands are Unwarrantable, 
TImpraGicable, Wnreaſonable, and not grounded upon Cor- 
ſcience, but direly 1n Oppoſition to it; as we have it under 
their own hands, | 

Let us try now if we can diſcover what the deſign zx, 
fince it appears manifeſtly what it 1s 220t3 and that, not on- 
ly from the Reaſor: of the thing, but from their own deeds 
and writings; and thoſe matters allo, and Poſitions, ex- 
pounded by Pra@ice, 

One thing remarkable is this; That they have been ſtill 
Fiſhing in Troubked Waters, and taking advantage of all Di- 
ſtreſſes, and neceſlities of the Government. Did not 
Cartwright, Coppinger, Arthington, and Hacket, take their 
time for that Execrable Conſpiracy againſt Queen Elizabeth, 
when ſhe was juſt upon the very point of ſecuring the Re- 
formed Religion againſt the Power and Church of Rome £2 
Did not the SeFaries in 1641. take the ſame advantage a- 
gainſt the late King , when his thoughts were wholly ta- 
ken 
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ken up about ſuppreſling the Triſh Rebelivn 2 And did not 
the latter Scotch Tamnlts takethe ſame advantage of his Ma- 
jeſtics being under many troubleſom Circumſtances about 
the Plit; and when the Peoples minds were prepared to 
take HL-Impreſſions in the matter of Government ? So that 
the very Timing of this Revived Clamory for Liberty of Con- 

ſcience , looks ſuſpicioully 5 and the more, becauſe their 
Meeimgs here have of late been very little interrupted, 

-* Fo run thorough: thoſe peſitilent Prexciples, which the 
Heads ofthe SeFaries have pubhſhed in their own Names, 
were endleſs. Wherefore I ſhall content my ſelf with ſome 
of their General Poſitions, and refer the Reader to Haxbands 
ColleFions, or the Anthors themſelves for the-reſt 3 as Milton, 
Goodwin, Rutherford, and a hundred more. I 
They make the Lords and Commons the Supream Power 3 
nay, the People themſelves, iniome Caſes 3 Princes they ſay 
may be depoſed and-put to death : They diſtinguiſh betwixt 
the Kings Perſon and his Authority, the Better of the Law, 
and the Equity of+it; and appeal from the Written Law to 
the Law of Natiire; and according to theſe Maxims they 
govern their Proceedings. 
But will you ſee now the price of all our Bloxd and Con- 
fuſion £ Cs 
Upon their Petition to his Majeſty for a Reformation of 
the Liturgy, the King molt graciouily Tucd out a Commjſior 
for a Review of the Book of Common Prayer; An equal 
number of Learned Divines, both Epiſcopal and Presby- 
terian Were appointed to meet about it, and ts agree «por 
fach Alterations 5 ſhould be thought 1aojt Mecellary, His 

Majeſty earneltly defirivg that the :Mimiters, would: not 

totally lay aftbe the Book, of Common, Prayer, but read 
thoſe parts againſt which there could be xo Exception. Now 

in ſtead of oft neceitary Alterations; and thoſe to be a- 

greed upon by Both Parties, they publiſhed a New Lz- 


targy of their- own, under the Title of The Refozmation 
_ of * 
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of the Liturgy, (which was indeed the Qbolition of it. ) 
I willgiveyou onely a Taſte of ſcme of their Iwportant ſeru- 
ples that are caſt into the Ballance, againſt the Unzty of the 
Church, and the Peace of the Kingdom : They turn TArd= 
Ded 'ife into Married ; Dol thou Believe into Do you 
Believe; and all this I Stedfalily Believe, into this I bg 
Unfeignedly Believe. 

Let us now ſuppoſe theſe People had their Ackzrgs + Let 
ary man but ſhew me from the Mz#or:ty of King James, to 
this hour, where they were not the more violent and im- 
portune upon yielding (even to the hazard of a downright 
Rebellion) and the Author ſhall give any man his Head, 
for the Preſident : Did not the Afembly 1n 1578. impoſe 
upon the Parliament m Scotland, tall toul upon the Arch- 
biſhop of Glaſgow,and:the whole Order ? paſs a Decreeagannſt 
their Votes in Parliament; command them to renounce 
their Temporal Titles, and. Civil FuriſdiGzon, and ſet their 
Drarriers at work for the demgliſhing of Glaſgow Cathe- 
dral? (which had been done too, if the Tradeſwex had not 
by force prevented it.) And did they not grow bolder 
and bolder upon the Kings Lenity;z and Command the 
Biſhops, upon pain of Excommunication , not to Officiate as 
Paſtors, without Licence from the General Aſſembly; and 
likewiſe order the Patrimony of the Chxrch'to be diſpaſed 
ofas they ſhould ſee meet? And did they notafter that, 
make a Violent and Treaſonous Seizure of the Kirg at 


Ruthven, and juſtifie it when they had done? And ſo on- 


by degrees,till his Majeſty was forced, by a Tumultat Edex- 
bonreh, in1596.'and the Miniſters Bord of Confederacy im- 
mediately upon it, to a Refolution of Rigour and Severity ; 
which-(as Spotſwood obferves) gave him more quiet and ſe- 

curity for the future. | 
His ' Majeſty was no ſooner entered upon the Govern: 
ment of Englazd, but he was Affaulted in 1604. with the 
Tamefortof people ; -and at a Conference at Hampton Court, 
this 
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this Queſtion was put, How far a Ordinance of the Church 
was Binding , without offence to Chziltian Liberty * 
Whereupon the King gave this ſhort Anſwer, Let us have 79 
more'of theſe Queſtions, but Conform at your peril. So that 
they gave him no further trouble upon.that ſubject. And 
this was Queen El;zzabeths Caſe too, to the hazard both of 
her Life and Government; till by that ſevere A&# againſt 
them, of the 35 of her Reign, ſhe gave her ſelf eaſe for the 
remainder of her Life. 

What did the Late King gain by his I-dulgenceto the 
Scots in 1637. but farther Indignities and Contempt £ _ 
the Service-Book and Canons were their Grievance 5 ther 
the Five Articles of Perth, though eſtabliſhed both by the 
General Aſſembly and Parliament; The Hrigh-Commiſſuon 
ext, and ther the Biſhops Seſſuon tn Civil Judicatories. His 
Majeſty gratifies them tn every point : Inlomuch, that they 
had nothing further to complain of, but that the King 
would not Aboliſh Epiſcopacy, and admit the Authority of 
their Lay-Elders; upon which point they brake out into 
an Oper Rebellion. Atter this, upon the Interview of the 
two Armies at Berwick. ( when: the King had them abſolute- 
ly at his Mercy) upon their Supplication-for a Treaty, he 
 Trufted them again, -and\ concluded upon a Parificatiom; 
of which the Covenarters did not keep ſo much as: one Ar- 
ticle. | | ; TS 

Upon his Majeſties: Return. to Loxdor,. he paſles the 
Triennial Bill; Aboliſhes' the Star-Chamber and High- 
Commiſſion Court; Paſſes an A& for the Continuance of the 
Parliament; and in fine, denies them nothing but his 
Crown and his Blood; and then by Virtue of what he had 
given them already, they took away thereft, and ſtript 
= of his Friends, his Authority, his Revenue, and his 

fe, 

They miniſter great cauſe of ſuſpicion in their very ſtile 
and ſcrzples : Why do they run ſo much upon: Ambiguzties © 

| D 2 As 
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As the [etling of Religion in its Due £4ti##de 5 a Due and 
neceſſary Refozmationz ſound. Belief; Pzinciples 
Congruous ?- « National Settlement ; the Kings Huff 
Rights 3 Jmpo2tance of Jntereſts;. Stated Ozder z- the 
Church, $&c. What is all this, buta jumbling together of 
ſo many Amuſements, to paſs a Colourable Pretence upon 
the People ? And it ſignifies juit nothing, but what Con- 
ſtruQion' they ſhall thmk fit to allow it. If they would 
offer any Pertinent, I.tellizible, and PraGicable Propoſition ; 
and fay,- what I:j1- ions they would have abated; what 
Parties they would recommend for thele qualifications; 
where to find them, and who ſhall judge of them. If they 
would State their Demands, and lay, TH3s zs all we ach; 
and then reſt there: If, as they plead for al Diſfenters, 
they would produce ſome Common Inſirument, or Commiſ- 


ſon, toſhew that they are Authorized by all to. Solicite 1n 


their Names, and to treat upon ſuch or ſuch Points; and to 
go 10 further, the buſineſs might be brought yet to ſome ra- 
tional Ifue. Wc | 
As their Stile is exceeding Dark and Myſterious ,, ſo are 
their Scruples of an Extraordinary Bualitytoo? , They can- 
not kzeel at the Sacrament, but they can hold up their hands 
at the Covenant; they can diſpenſe with the Oath of A/e- 
giance, and yet make a ſcrxple of diſclaiming the Solemr: 
League : They can ſwallow a Schiſm (or worſe) and yet a 
Ceremony choaks them. Add; to all, this, many of thoſe 
very pertons that promoted our former Troubles, this wery 
way, are now at work again upon the ſax Pretexſtor ;,. and 
may, without breach of Charity, be ſuſpected to have the 
(ſame defign, and toremamin a ſtate of Iaperwtency, if they 
have not.manifeſted: their Repertance by ſome Oper Recan- 
tations; For (according to the Caſuiſts) Publique Sins require 
Publique Confeſſions. 
\.. Ttisanlll ſign too, for a man to leap upon the ſudder, 
from matter. of Conſciewce to Reaſor of State ; and in the 
| mc 
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{me breath of a Petitioner to become aReformer. Tt would 
ſcem a ſtrange thing, for a man to: requeſt a ſpecial favour 
from the Maſter of a-Family, and at the fame time to put 
affronts. upon his Domeſticks,” and'to tell him that his Ser- 
vants were all of them a pack of Raſcals 3 which is not 


much from the point now in hand. 


We have hadabundance of Advice to the Free-holders of 


England, toward the choice of this next Parliament 3 as 


Sober and Seaſonable Sueries, Englands Great Intereſt 5; the 
Free-holders Choice, and twenty more ; and all ofthem agree-. 
ing in the general Heads one with another : They tell us 
whoarefit to be choſen, and who zof. 

The former, ſuch as will remove and bring to Juſtice Evil 
Counſellorsz Corrupt-'azd Arbitrary Miniſters of State. 


| Dete&# and Puniſh the Penfionersof the former: Parliament 3 


the face ofthe Kingdom, and they.mſt chuſe ſuch as will. ſecure. 
#5. from Slavery. TH | 
The People are directed on the other fide, not to chuſe a 
»1an that hath been reputed a Penſioner, ns Court-Officer, or 
thoſe - Imployment 3s. durante bene-placito; zo Ambitious 
men;' or !Non-refidents; 'that live kere in Town, ant ſeck'Ho- 
nours and Preferments above. 
: *This-is the: Connſel of Englauds Grand Intereſt: And 
methinks,- in'thefe Qualifications, there is both too much, 
and too'/zttle.” As to the point of EvilConnſe#ovs, Corrupt 
Miniſters and*Perfconers; he ſhould have done well to have 
advited them all manner-of Caution and CircumſpeFion, for 
fear of miſtaking 'their Men. This was the way that 
bronght the Earl of Strafford, and the Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury to their 'Ends, under the Notion-of Evil Connſellors 
too, though perhaps, the woſt' neceſſary Inſtruments that ever 
this Nation enjoyed, for the' Common good both of King and 
People. © So that as it a great Service to bring Corrupt 
Miniſters to Publique.Fuftice , it is yet a lewd Method to 
make.the. Rabble. the Execntioners, and to-puniſh Male-4d- 


miniſtration 
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miniſtration by Sedition : For in: this Caſe the Good and 


the Bad fall indifferently iwithout diſtinction; and inſtead. 


of drawing, here and therea piece of Rotter-Timber toward 
a-Reparation, they fall foul upon the main Pi//ars and Sap- 
porters of the Houſe; ſo that all falls into Ruins. And 
then the mark of a Reputed Pexſcorer goes a little too far ; 
for it lies 1n the power of two or three Malevolent Tongues 
to make any manſo. They that made the /aſt King a Re- 
puted- Papiſt, ſhall much more eafily make any of his Maje- 
ſties Subjects paſs for Reputed Perſtoners. 


The total Excluſion of all Court Officers, or Bene-placito 


men, 1s yet worſe : For this ſets. up adired Oppoſition: be- 
twixt the King and his People 3 as who ſhould ſay, Truſt 
0 body that wears any token of the Kings favour, And: the 
ſame reaſon diſables him. as: well to any other Traſt what- 
ſoever : So that the Kings Conntenance 1s a kind of, Incapa- 
city. And uit 15 the ſame thing with thoſe he calls Ambitions 
Mex; as if any Application to his Majeſty made a Man 
unfit for the Service of his Country. He ſhould havedone 
well to have warned them againſt the Kzown Enemies 
of the Government, rather than the SuſpeFed Servants:of the 


Kine. | TE 
The Free-holders Choice 1s avery Martin Mar-Prelate. His 
Language againſt the Clergy 1s too coarſe for an Honeſt 
man to'repeat after him, but he has ranged them in good 
Company; for he ſays that they lay out themſelves, to ac- 
commodate their Maſters, with the verieſt Villains that car be 
pick'd up in all the Country ;, that ſo we may fall into the hands 
again of as Treacherous and Lewd a Parliament as the 
Wiſdom of God, ard Folly of Man hath moſt miraculouſly freed 
#5 from. Methinks ſome of the Members of that Parliament 
ſhould concern themſelves to call for Juſtice upon ſo foul a 
Scandal. | 
The Author of the Seaſorable* Queries, does not one]y re- 
commend the ſame Cautions with the reſt, but calls his 
| Ma- 


_— 


_ Lords,aud Commons ; ant t 
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Majeſty himſelf to Shrift, and puts. the Qeſtion, whether 
Prorogation and Diſſolution of Parliaments , at ſuch a time 
as this, does not fill the hearts of Proteſtant Subjects with evi- 
dent fears of deſtruGion 
And Secondly (fays he) Whether it be not high time for all 
the Proteſtants in England, to Reſolve as one man, that 
they will ſtand by, and maintain the Power and Privileges 

Parliament, together with the Power and Juſt Rights of 
the King, according to the Laws of the Kingdom, ſo as the Dne 
may not intrench upon the ther. 

Theformer Expoſiulation upon the Reaſon of the Kings 
Proceedings, would have been more taken notice of per- 
haps, if it had not been followed with oneof the moſt An- 
dacious Challenges that this Licentious ſeafon hath produ- 
ced ;' for the meaning of it 18, to-encourage a direct Rz/mmg,as 
ifthe King and the Parliament were going together by the 
Ears,(torgive the Expreſſion)and the People to interpoſe,to 
fee Fair Play. 

This 1s the very Trace of the Old-Covenart : They muſt 
reſolve to maintain #0 body kzrows what on the one fide; 
(for the Privileges of Parliawert are paſt finding out: ) 
But then they are to ftand by the Kirzg, on the other ſide, 
with a Limitation; only mis Jnft Rights, and of thofe 
Bounds, they themſelves are to be the Judges. This Ep3- 
thete was apphed to thelate Kings Cafe, by thoſe very men 
that cut off his Head. Sg od | 

The Author of Ernglands Great Intereſt, having dire&ed 
the Good People what perſons 'to chooſe for the enſuing 
Parliament,and what not, His next work 1s to inftruct them 
m.the Knowledge of their Powers, which he divides jnto 
three Rizhts or j; undamentals. The Fr\t 1s Property, that 
#, a Right and Title to their own Lives, Liberties, and 
Eſtates. For the Law (be ſays) #(4mpire between King, 

be Right and Property # one 
71 KID, through al/ Degrees and Qualities 3x the Kingdom. 
Park that, Why 
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Why does he not fay. that the King is Umpire betwixt 
King, Lords, and Commons, 2s well as that the Law is ſo? 
For the Law 1s obly the Kines Pleaſure made kyown , and 
the whale Force and Authority of.jt, is but an Emapation 
from Soveraien Power.. 'And' then for his Three. Fundamen- 
tals: As T am aCommoner of England my ſelt, I thould be 
loth to loſe any Right of an Emgliſh man; and yet as Iam 
a Lozal Subjet allo, 1 {honld be as unwilling .to encroach, 
upa the Privileges of the Grows. 'I do not know, whathe: 
means by his 9xe 72 kind; with'the Emphaſrs of. Mark that. 
uponit. Tit be, that'the People: have as much. Rzght, to. 
their Lives, Liverties, and Eſtates, as the King himſelf hath 5 
though it be” t-xe in {oze-ſenſe, 1t will not hold. yer, as he 
would have it zzderſtood. For the People may forfeit their 
Lives, Liberties, and Eſtates,. but: the King cannot ferfeit his - 

Wherefore Mark that 700. | 
His Second Fundamental zs Legiſlation: Or, the Power 
of making Laws, ; for no Law can be made or Abrogated 

(be jays ) in England without thcz. 

. Itisnot Candidly done,to call that the very a& of Legiſfla- 
tion, Which is only Conſultive and Preparative tewards tt. 
The making of Laws, 1s. a Peculiar and I1communicable Pre- 
rogative of Soveraignty; (ſo that to place the Legiſlative 
Power in the Commons, is to. make them DuUneam 3 and to 
ſet a King of England onceynore at the Commons Bar, . Be- 
fide that, his Iference is as Inconſequent, as his Aſſertion is 
Dangerow. As if a Law muft necefiarily be made By 
them, becauſe it cannot be Made of 4bro;ated TUithout 
them. Does he that furniſhes the [-grcdients, rherefure 
make the Medicine, becauſe the Me4icine cannot be made 
without the Ingredients £ What ſignifics the Form of an [z- 
ſtrument to the paliing of an Authority or Obligation, with- 
out Signing and Sealing ® Yet rhe one cannot be done 
without the other. Does the Connce! that draws the Con- 
: | veyance 
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veyance, paſs away the Eſtate ; becauſe the A& could not 
have been good without him? And again, the Law in this 
Caſe, is no other then a Promiſe under the Kings Hand, 
paſt to the People, and partakes of the Nature of other 
Promiſes. It was made by the Promiſer, and cannot be dif- 
charged without the Conſent of thoſe to whom 1t was pro- 
miſed. 

Hjs Third Fundamental 7s Executive, and holds Propor- 
tiom with the other two, in order to compleat both their Free- 
dom and Security 3 and that 7s their ſhare (as heſays) in the 
Judicatory Power 3 i the Execution and Application of 
thoſe Laws that they Agree to be made. | 

A Judicatory Power without Authority to miniſter an 
Oath, 1s to me, I muſt confeſs, a new thing : And now 
for the word Agree 3 though 1t may be pertinent enough 
to his purpoſe (for there needs no more to the Undoingof 
the moſt Regular Government upon the Face of the Earth, 
then Firſt to turn the Peoples hearts againſt it, and then 
to poſſeſs them that they have a Legal Remedy in their Own 
hands.) Yet that word (I ſay) in this place, is very impro- 
per 3 for it is but a Requeſt preſented to his Majeſty for his 
Approbation. The Regneſt or Bil, is no doubt agreed up- 
on; but it were an Uncouth kind of Expreſſion tor a Petz- 
tioner to ſay that he does Agree that his Petition ſhall be 
Granted. 

The Buſineſs is fairly puſh'd already : But the Publiſher 
of a Pretended Speech lately printed , carries it a ſtep 
further. | 

If a Prince (ſays he) be Born to a Kingdom, who 3s either 
Lunatique, or otherwiſe diſabled to do the Kingdom any good, 
ſhall not the Subje@s, in this Cafe, proceed to chuſe another, 
who may preſerve the Kingdom, when otherwiſe it muſt of ne- 
ceſſity periſh * As lately inthe Caſe of Portugal, they choſe ano- 
ther to Succeed, becauſe of the Diſability of the former. 


E This 


26 The Reformed Catholique :. Or, 
This 1s, in plain terms, a Depoſing Principle : For if a 
King may be Removed, im ſuch Caſe of Diſability, the 
People being made Judges of the Caſe, it is but their ſaying 
that he is not fit to Govern, and the work 3s done. | 
| There is a Sheet printed under the Title of 4 Plea, &c. 
that hath more Brains and Art in it then ordinary. He ſays 
that a King 7 not for his Own, but his Subjects ſake oxely 
and that we have, in truth, rather Title, &c. to Him, thex 
He to Us... Adding., That when Kings themſelves be J[l 
Dnes, God zot ozely approves of their Removal, but ever 
- himſelf does Tt: This he ſupports upon Texts extreamly 
miſapplied. 

. Letit be agreed now that a Prixce 1s rather Conſtituted 
for the good of the People, then the People for the advan- 
tage of the Prince, But let it be granted alſo on the other 
ſide, that Providence hath made Order ſo zeceſſary to the 
well-being of Mankind, that Tyranny it (elf 1s yet more To- 
lerable then either Anarchy or Seditioz : So thatin the mat- 
ter of Obedience to Superionrs, we find our Convenience, even 
i2 our Datzy, He plainly infers, - that becauſe God himſelf 
does many times rexzove I Kings,that therefore he approves 
of our doivg ſo too. But Firſt, we are not to draw Gods Ex- 
iraordinary ways into Precedent. By the ſame Rule, Plunder 
was formerly juſtified upon a Seriptyral Commiſſun for the 
foiling of the Arzyptians. Secondly: Thevery admittance, 
that an 1/ King may. be Removed, , makes way to the deſtru- 
ion of a Good one; for 'tis but ſaying he zs lo, to make him 
ſo, and it leaves him barely at the mercy ofthe People : And 
this is not all neither, for it turns up the very Root of Go- 
ocrnment, and caſts Humane Aftiairs into a Circulation of Con- 
faſter. The Two Houſes Depoſed the King; the Commons 
the Lords; the Multitude they Depoſed the Communs ; and 
al! upon the ſame Charge of M\demeaner. So that the T ruſcee 
being ſtill 2ccomptable co theo that Extruſted him, the Or- 
der of Grovernment 1s Inverted, aud the laſt Appeal lodged in 
theRaoble. | It 
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It is a ſtrange thing that our Proteſtant Diſſenters ſhould 
ſo Unanimouſly agree in their Methods of Oppoſing Authori- 
ty, and yet keepat ſo great a diſtance in all thimes elſe; for 
how ſcrupulous ſfoever they may ſeem be in Ser: Forms of De- 
votion, they are the ſ{trifteſt people of the World, in the ob- 
ſervance of a Set Form of Wraneling with the Government : 
For an Ont-cry of Perſecution does as naturally follow a Plea 
for Liberty, as one Foot follows another. | 

Doth not ſuch a day as this ( ſays our Quzriſt) loudly call for 
Repentance, that Proteſtants have beer: — each others 
and for Unity in affeFion among all Proteſtant Subjects, whe- 
ther —_— or Diſſenting in ſome leſſer Points; and that 
as Brethren, they Unite i» ſuch a Combination of Conjun®#ion, 
as was in &. Elizabeths time, with good Succeſs to defend the 
Crown, Religion, and Kingdom, againſt the Common Enemy of 
Mankind 2 ; ES | 

Since the Perſecution of this Age lies ſo heavy upon him, 
and that nothing will ſerve his turn, but the Uniting of 
Proteſtants in ſuch a Combination as was in the days of 
Q. Elizabeth, it will not be amiſs to look a little 'mto the 
Behaviour of the Proteſtant Diſſexters in thoſe days, and 
the Indulgence which they received from that Gracious 
Princeſs. 

The Non-Conformiſts that Fled, in Queen Mares timeto 
Franckfort, and went off from the Engliſh Reform. d Catho- 
liques there, to the Proteſtant Diſſenters at Geneva, theſe 
Non-Conformiſts (Tay) returned for Englard upon Q. Eli- 
zabeths coming to the Crown; and for the firſt ter years 
of her Reign, plied her fo hard with Libels, Climenrs, and 
Seditions Conſultations, that betwixt the Papiſts,on the one 
hand, andthe Proteſtant Diſſenters on the other, ſhe had 
much ado to ſecure the Peace of her Government: And 
not being in Condition to venture upon any courſe of 
Rigor or Severity,the Proteſtant Diſfeaters inthe fourteenth 
year of her Reign, Erefted a Model of their own ; called it 
E 2 the 
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the Church, Libell'd the Qzecr, Parliament, and Lords; and 
afterward entered into a Formal Conſpiracy againſt her Ma- 
Jeſly and Council; which being deteQed, ſome were Exe- 
cuted, and others Impriſoned : So that at laſt, by one ſe- 
vereLaw of the 35th. of her Reign, ſhe put an end to that 
Confederacy. | 

Here was the Qnity of the Combination our Pamphleter 


ſpeaks of; and we'l give you now the Proviſion it ſelf that 
did the buſineſs, with the Preſcribed form of their Submiſſion. 


The Penaltics were Impriſonment, without Bail oz Main-prize , foz 
betng preſent at Unlawful Conventicles, The Affender to be diſ- 
charg'd, if within thzee months be made bis Open Submiſſion and 
Acknowledgment, in the Form by the ſaid Statute appointed. But 
in caſe of Recuſancy, to Conform within that time, be was. re- 
quir'd to Abjure the Kealm 5 and in caſe of refufing to Abjure, oz of 
not departing within a Limited time, oz of Returning wirhour Li- 
cence» to be pzoceeded againſt as a Felon, without Benefit of Clergy. 


Here follows the Form of Submiſſion. 


JI A.B. do humbly cenfeſs and acknowledge that I habe grie- 
baufſlp offended God, in Contemning her Wajefties Lawful Go- 
bernment and Authozity, by abſenting mp ſelf from Church, and 
from hearing Divine Serbice, contrary to the Godly Laws and 
Statutes of this Kealm 5 and in uſing and frequenting diſozder*d 
and unlawful Conventicles and Aflemblies, under tbe pzeteuce. 
and colour of Exercife of Religion :. And J-am þeartily ſozry fs2 
the ſame, &c. : 

You ſee here what Quarter was both given and taken 
under Q, Elizabeth, which ſhews that the @»eriſt waslittle 
read in Hiſtory, to appeal to the Practices of thoſe Times, 
either for the [:»ocezce of the Party, or the forbearance 
of them. But hear what Ezglards Intereſt lays to this. 
matter. 

Oh! Lay to heart (fayshe) theGrievowus Spoils and Ruines 
that have been, laid. upon your harmleſs Neighbours for near 
theſe twenty years. Sixty pounds diſtruined for Twelve. 
wo 
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Two Hundred for Sixty : The Flocks taker out of the Fold 3 
the Herd jromz the Stall : Not a Cow left to give Milk to the 
Orphans, or a Bed for the Widow to lie on : Whole Barns 
of Corn ſwept away, and not a Penny returned. And all this, 
for ozthipping of God accozding to their Conſcience. 
If you (lays he to the Free-holders) wif either Compel or 
Perſecute your ſelves, or choole ſuch as do, you hate the Papitts, 
but not Popery. 

This is ſo Errant a Cart of Begging, as if the Proteſtant- 
Diſſeaters had ſerved their Trade in Moor-fields; and it 
euns tooin the very Toxe and Stile of their Petitions and 
* Admonitions to Q. Elizabeth, and ſo down by a clear Suc- 
ceſſion to this Inſtant. There were Citations, Degradings, 
and Deprivations ; ſore in the Marſhalſeas, ſome in the 
White Lion, ſore ir the Gatchoule at Weſtminſter, others 
in the Counter, or in the Clink, or i Bridewel, or i New- 
gate, How many good Mens deaths have the Biſhops been 
the Cauſe of * How many have they driven to leave their 
Miniſtry , and live by Phyſick*® Men have been miſerably 
handled with Revilings, Impriſonments, Baniſhments, ec. 
Tf this Perſecution be not provided for, a great trouble will come 
of it, 


Under K. James, no man (they faid ) could be aſſured of his 


Lands or Life. And under the Late King, how were theſe 
poor people Oppreſled by Fires, Impriſonments, Sticmati- 
Zings, Deprivations, Suſpenſions, Excommunicated, Out-law'd, 
Beggered , Proceeded againſt with puniſhments Pecuniary 
and Corporal; nay, Death it ſelf : And now they are at the 
ſame lock again. | 


But what are theſe People (for the Love of God) that. 


are thus miſerably uſed all this while? Why truly (if we 
may take their own words for it) under Q. Elizabeti they 


were Loyal SubjeFs, and Gods faithful Servants ; moſt Vifor- 


thy, Faithful, and Painful Miniſters, Learned and Go :ily, 
Qxnreproveable before all men; the Strength of the Land, 


and 
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and the Sinew of her Majeſties Government. Under King 
James,they were men of Conſcience, Preſervers of the Churches 
Riebt, and Aſſerters of the Holy Di/cipline. Under the Late 
King, they took up the Titles of Men of Tender Conſciences, 
Well-affeFed ; 'Men that had the Power of Godlineſs, Painful, 
I aborious Preachers of the Word ; Faithful 1 their Genera- 
tion, and men Zealoxs in the defence of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, the Privileges of Parliament, and of his Majeſty. 1n his 
Juft Rights. And in our days, they call themſelves Lo- 
vers of Gods Ordinances, and Enemies of all Humane Inven- 
tions; a People Zealous of Religion ; ſound in the Faith, 
Intelligent, Sober, Numerous, Peaceable, Orihodox + The Ce- 
remonies they look upon as an Exceſs ; they difſent from 
the outward Order of Worſhip, ( for the Conſcience will an- 
terpoſe in the Dictates and Injun@ions of men, in Djivizc 
Worſhip.) All theſe People agreeing in this common 
Complaint, that they are Perſecuted for Worſ!ipping accor- 
ding to Conſcience. Whether they do well or i// ; whether 
they ſpeak tre or falſe; whether they have Reaſor on 
their ſide, or #0f, in theſe Remonſtrances let the Reader 
judge. | | 

The it be firſt obſerved, that the Author dates this Per- 
 ſecution from his Majeſties Returz 3 near theſe twenty years 
( he ſays) as if there had never been any ſuch thing betore z 
whereas from the time of Q. Elizabeths Att above-mentio- 
ned, to the very Act for Uniformity, (the late Timesexcep- 
ted) the Church was never without a Legal Proviſ/on for 
the preventing and ſuppreſiing of Converticles ; and the 
Law much more Rigorouſly put in Execution. Bide that, 
as they were more or leſs Indulged, the Nation was (till 
more or leſs at quiet. 

Obſerve again, that there 1sno notice taken of the Lz- 
berty of the Late Times, or the deplorable Effe&s of that 
Licence, though the Presbyterians little Finger was heavier 
then the Loins of the Biſhops, in the point of Reſtraint, 

as 
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as we have ſhewed already, from the mouths of the other 
SeFaries. But they are too prudent to fall foul ove wpore 
another , when their buſineſs 1s to join in a Confederate 
Party againſt the Government : So that they are now One 
and All, and evcry ſeparate Opinion. ſtickles for all the 
reſt : And then comes on the Cry of the Orphans and 
Widows againſt the Cruelty of the Oppreſſor : Sixty Pounds 
Diſtrained for Twelve: Two hundred for Sixty, 8c. Me- 
thinks the Plaint:# (nould have been fo ingenuous, as to 
have refleted upon the Perfecutions that other men ſuf- 
fered even from theſe people that now complain of a Per- 
ſecution 3 and that they ſuffered for Worſhippraug according to 
their Conſciences too, and they had not only Religzon on their 
fide, but Law alſo; whereas the other founded a Rebellion 
upon a pretended ſcruple of Religioz, and oppoled the 
Rules of Chriſtianity and Civil Authority , both in one: 
But it #s a Perſecution to them;, to be kept from Perſe- 
cuting, EEE 

Neither does this Clamour keep it ſelf within the 
bounds of Spiritzal matters; but breaks in upon the C:wil 
Adminiſiration, and alarms the Multitude with the terrible 
apprehenſions likewiſe of Tyranny and Slavery, Wherefore 
we are enforced to oppole the ſexſpble Experiment of an 
aFnal Tyrannyand Slavery to the artificial and imaginary fears 


of it; toleave all Mortals without excuſe, that ſhall read. 
theſe plain and well-meaning Papers, 1F ever they ſhould 


fall into theſame miſtakes again, 


The taking away of mens Goods and Liberties, the forcing ' 


of their Conſciences, and tying them up to an Twplicit Obe- 
dience to the Decrees of Government, are terrible things; I 


muſt confeſs : But yet much worieſure, .wherc they run di-: 


rely againſt the Stream of a Recezved Arthority and Ujave, 
then where the ſo dozzg 1s Warranted by krows: Laws and 
uninterruptcd Pradice... 


There . 
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There are ſeveral ſorts of Perſecution : A Perſecution in 
matter of Conſcience, $00d Name, P2opziety of Goode 
and Eſtate ; Freedom of Perſon, and thatisthe moſt odious 
Aggravation of Perſecution, when tt 1s ſet up in defiance of 
a Publique Law, and Introduced under a colour of kindneſs 
to all theſe Intereſts, We will be as ſhort in theſe Particu= 
lars as wecan, and leave the Reader to ſay where the Odinne 
of the Perſecution lies. 

Firſt, to the point of Conſcience. It was the judgment 


of the Late Rozaliſts, that they were obliged in Conſcience . 


and Duty, to pay Obedience to the Laws, both Czvil and 
Eccleſiaſtical; and with the hazard of their Lives and For- 
tunes, to endeavour the preſervation both of the Church and 
State. The Proteſtant Diſſenters pretended the ſame reſpe&t 
for the Kizg and Charch, with the Rozal Party : And when 
by popular Pretexts they had ingratiated themſelves with 
the Multitude, they plaid their Game the contrary way, 
and took up Arms againſt the Government, which they 
Swore to Defend. Now ſee at what a rate they treated, 
not onely the Friezds of the Government, but the Govern- 
ment it ſelf. | 
There were a hundred and fifteen Miniſters Ejected,with- 
in the Bis of Mortality, beſide Pauls and Weſtminſter ; 
and in proportion, all the Nation over, for refuſing to 
comply with the Schiſm; and they were not ſo much as 
ſuffered to take the Employment of either a Schoolmaſter, 
or aChaplain, but under heavy penalties. Several of our 
Divines were choaked up and poiſoned in Peter-Houſe, 
and other Goals, either for Worſhipping according to their 
Conſciences, or Refuſing to a& againſt t No Man ad- 
mitted to Compound, or fo much as Live iTthe Parlia- 
ments Quarters, without Swearing. Men Were Scqueſtered 
for not joining in the Rebelioz ; for aſfiſting the King 
according to the Lew, and for ot Covenantitg, though 
:in expreſs Contradi&ion to the Oath of A/egeande, Upon 
the 
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the Abolition of the Common Prazer, ſevere Penalties im- 
poſed upon any man that ſhould uſe it; and their own 
Dire&ory impoſed upon a Forfeiture tooz nay, they 
would not allow the King himſelf, in his Diſtreſſes, the 
Comfort of any of his own Chaplains, nor ſo much as the 
benefit of a Common-Prayer-Book: And at Fife in Scot- 
land , there was an Oath given at the Communion, not 
to take the Kings Oath, nor any other then their 
Own.—— Was all this an Invaſion of the Liberty of Con- 
frience, or not ? 

Touching a Perſecution now, upon the point of Good 
Name : Though the whole courſe of the Hiitary is full of 
Virulent and Unchriſtian Reflections, I will only refer my 
ſelf to that Dzabolical Libel of Whites Centuries of Scanda- 
lows Miniſters : wherein without any regard to Truth or 
Modeſty, they have expoſed ſo many Reverend Naizes ta 
Irfamy and Diſhonour. In one word ; After they bd re- 
preſented the King himſelf tor a Tyrant, and an dolater, it 
_ but Conſonant that they ſhould caft Reproackes upan 

is Party. = 

Touching the Freedom of our Perſons and Eſtates, the 
whole courſe of the late War, was but one continued 
Uſurpation upon our Rights to both : Noble mens Houſes 
turned to Priſons, and People Committed, without know- 
ing either their Accuſers, or their Offence : Some clapped 
on Shipboard to be Tranſported, . no body knew whither 5 
and others ſold into Plantations for Slaves. To ſay no- 
thing of thoſe that fell by the Sword, in the Defence 


' of their Countrey ; or otherwiſe paſt the hand of the 


Executioner , in Juſtification of their Religion and Al- 
legeance, There was zo taking of Threeſcore pounds for 
Twelve, in thoſe days; nor of Two hundred for Sixty. 
But they took AV for nothing; and there was no Living 
amongſt them for any Honeſt man, that would not pro- 


ſtitute his Conſcience. And who are they now, but 
F either 
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either the very perſons, or men however of theſe very 
principles, that acted theſe Outrages upon Us, and yet now 
complain of being perſecuted themſelves * When they (tar- 
tle the Common People with the Notions of Cruelty and 
Slavery, as a matter now 1n proſpect 3 methinks they ſhould 
Bluſh at the Memory, and upon the Guilt of thoſe Real 
Calamities which we have both ſeen and felt, wherein our 
bleſſed Soveraign had yet a greater ſhare then any of his 
Subjects. 

They Aboliſhed Kingly Government ; Sold the Crown- 
Lands; Impriſoned axd Murthered the King 5 made 3t 
Treaſon to deny the Supremacy of the Commons ; turned 
our Churches into Stables; Burnt our Communion Tables, 
and profaned the very Aſhes of the Dead. Let but any man 
read Scobels AFs, and ſay, ifthe Exgliſh werenot in thoſe 
Times, and under theſe Proteſtant Diſfſenters, the moſt 
Deſpicable Slaves m Nature. See their Tax upon the 
Fifih and Twentieth part, their Exciſes upon Exciſe; their 
Aſjeſnents for the Maintenance of the Army, and their 
Monthly Taxes forthe ſame end, Ninety thouſand pounds ; 
Sixſcore thouſand pounds, Sixty thouſand pounds, Sequeſtra- 
t:0ns, Seizing of peoples Rents and Debts, Appropriating to 
tliemſelves the profits of Tonnage and Poundage, and Com- 
poſitions for Wards. Authorizing the breaking open of 
Locks, and Examining upon Oath for diſcovery of Delin- 
quents Money and Eftates. All this is as well known, as the 
very fact of the War it ſelf; and if we have a mind to lie 
down under the ſame Bondage again, let us believe the Sto- 
ries of Arbitrary Government and Superſtition, that theſe peo- 
ple tell us of, and they ſhall juſt ſo help us out of them again, 
as they did before. 

There ſhould be ſomething further ſaid to their pretence 
of being Perſecated for Religion 3 but Tfind little to be ad- 
ded to what is already delivered. The Law ſtands ſtill - 
They preſs upon the Law, and yet cry out, that the Law 
perſe= 
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perſecutes ther. We may lay down this, I think, for a 


Maxim 3 That whoſoever tells us that he makes a Conſcience of 
Complying with the Diſcipline of the Charch, aud yet manifeſily 
makes none at all, of undermining, nay and of blowing up the 
whole ſiame of the Government, that man is moſt undoubtedly an 
Hypocrite. 

To Conclude : What's the meaning of this Remonſtrating 
to the People? They are no Judges of the Cortroverſie : But 
they do well however, in a Cauſe, where Force does a great 
deal more then Argamert, to make their Application to the 
Multitude, with whom Clamonr and Preterceare of more 
Value then Modeſty and Reaſon. Tt is a moſt Ridiculous 
ContradiCction to Common Senſe, to believe theſe men to 
bein earneſt; for if they were, they would never Defame 
the Government, at the ſame time that they beg a Diſpenſa- 
tion from it. 

Their Demand is unreaſonable, the thing 1t ſelf only Ne- 
tional and ImpraGicable. By Liberty of Conſcience, they mean 
a Freedom of doing what they pleaſe, which neceſlarily implies 
a total Diſſolution of the Laws. They offer it only as a Decoy 
to the People; and when they have gained Compaſſzon to 
themſelves (lixe Beggers that move pity by ſhewing Ulcers 
of their own making) their next buſineſs 1s to draw Cor 
tempts upon the Government, and after that, to enter with- 
out more ado, upon the Great Work of Reformation. Let 
em do this Right however to the Independents: I do not find 
that Party to have given the Government any trouble ſince his 
Majeſties Return 5 but that they have kept themſelves clear of ; 
all theſe late Broils : And if Authority had the ſame ſenſe of 
them, with the Author of this Pamp hlet, they would be found 
both in their Principles and in their Manners, to have the moſt 
reaſonable Claim of all forts of Diſſenters, to a favourable al- 
lowance from the Government. God in his Mercy open our. 
Eyes, that we may know our Friends from our Enemies. . 
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